THE PHONOLOGY OF RHONDDA VALLEYS ENGLISH. (Rod Walters, University of Glamorgan, 2006)

synopsis & transcript

MAERDY 8

INFORMANTS:

A: B:

Male: 63 year old Male: 40 yearsold

Welsh: fluent/some/dlight/none Welsh: fluent/some/dlight/none

Mother'sbirth: Porthmadoc, N. Wales
Father'sbirth: Aberdare, Glam

Mother'sbirth: Maerdy
Father'sbirth: Maerdy

They start rummaging through the picturesin front

of them.

[00.00 min- 00.10 min|]

They see a picture of the Houston Brothers, and talk
about them. They talk quite a lot about Stanley Baker.
Informant A was at school with him, and remembers
hisfather. They talk about famous entertainers that
have come to the Club, and the sad state of the Club
now:

[00.10 min - 03.50 min]

A: . Tonypandy

B: (looking at picture) . over in Tonypandy

I: who were these then . were they born around here

B: ... theother valley .. yes .. within the Rhondda

I .. ohright ..anderm ... did~did

A: .. oh yeah they were good~good actors

I you like them did you go and see their films

A: fair play .... dlright ... | remember them acting like .

B: .. before my time (laughs) [aye]
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A: (laughs) .. yeah ... Glynand Donad

B:

l: emthat’s .. whoisit . Donald Houston

A: Houston ... ho

B: [ay€] . no

I ..yeah..didthey .. didthey ever come around the clubs

A: nowhere around here anyhow .. I’ve never seen them around

B: .. no [ no]

I ... and what
A: ....Stanley
I other famous people have been produced now in the Rhondda Valleys

A: Baker .. .. I'mean. | wasinschool the sametime as
B: ... TomJones.. Ponty

A: Stanley Baker like. ... so | . aye .. bottom of
B: .. he’sfrom Ferndale wasn't he

A: Ferndale ... | knew himwell like

I ... what ~what do you remember about him

A: what .. hewasahell of abully he was (laughs) .. hewasabloody thug hewas.

B: thug

A: farplay ..ohhe .... andhisfather . | can remember hisfather aswell ... you
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A: couldn't misshim. hehad oneleg ... hisold man did (huh huh)

B: did he . | can
A: .. aye .wdlitwasupon ..

B: remember his. erm . funeral they buried his ashes up
A:on.. aye . they had the .. choir and al up there

B: they buried his ashes up in [Pandy]

A: [they did] [aye] ..yeah ...ldon't
B: aye .. there was thousands of them up there wasn't there

A: know why the hell they buried his ashes . chucked his ashes up there for (laughs)

B: . aye
A: [yeah](inaudible) . ... | don't think
B: ..... {they} dl like to come hometo rest don't they . .

I yes

A: heever came back mind he had his ashes

B: . no ..yeah [ he had his

I . but he had his ashes

A: scattered~scattered up on top of the mountain ..[yeah]

B: ashes] yeah ..... there was
I .. did he

A: . yeah .. | remember
B: thousands up there wasn’t there . thousands and thousands
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A: whenthey . started . when he star~ had the first . . when he got a play you know he

A:wasinthe. New Hadll ... in ... therewas. . aschool play it waslikeand . . they

A: were . .therewasfour .. four of themwent ... out of the play . to London then .

A:. for interviews. .. and he wasthe only one they kept . . the other three came back

A:like. . ... one of themwasaerm. . . cartoonist inthe Dai~ . the . . Echo . . . South
A: WaesEcho. .. foryears... | don't know if he's still there now

I oh ..washeagood
A: oh yes

B: .1 should

I: looking boy then erm . [why did he . . why . was he successful as an actor]

A: .. hewastall . he was a big boy like

B: imagine hewastall washe [tall] ... carried hisself
A: ... hewasa.. far play he. .. he~hewasagood actor mind
B.wdlaye L he..
A: [yeah]

B: | suppose he look~ . . he looks average enough on telly though (inaudible) but out~

A: [yeah] . ... ohhewasahbig lump of achap like

B: .. outside he sticks out a bit doesn't he

e and erm . who else then . what other famous people come from around here
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A:.... ohl don't know aye

B: .. it’shard to think now isn’t it (laughs) ... .[as] | say Tom
A: .. ohaye ... Tom Jones has been

B: Jones . . he'ssung up here hasn’t he [ yeah] .. before
A: . yeah ..ho..we-wecan't
B: he was famous obviously [no]

l: .. does he come around at all

A: afford him (laughs) . .

B: [we'll get] .. we'll get him back on his. when he’ s going down-hill . . (laughs)

A: | don't think we'll ever have him . ohthis

B: .. ho

b ah well therewe are

A: place has seen alot of people mind . alot of famous people . . actors you know and

B: [yeah]

A: .. entertainers

B: [wdll] .. they had what-do-you-call last year didn't they erm . . . David

B: Alexandra. .. [and erm] he died last week didn’'t he . and they had him last

I oh yes . .oh

A: [yes]

B: October didn’t they upstairs . . big show . ... supposed to come back . but they'll
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A: .... Ohhewas.. quitea .. few big artistsup [here] upstairs
B: never have him now mm

A: ... that was when they had a couple of bob that was . we haven't got nothing now
B: [yeah] [yes]

A: (laughs) . yeah

B: ... wewasarich club once

I ... doesit . and how doesit keep going

A: .. just about managing

B: well they . . | think they're al white

I this big building

A; [yeah]

B: elephants .ermtheold . . miners’ institutes. erm . . have had their day haven't they

A: . you know . . it's such abig place . the upkeep . the~the lighting alone is

B:..s0

A: terrific like . and the heating . . takes so much money . . . they can't hardly keep it

A: going .ohyeah .... onlytheclub

L and isit all erm paid for out of the club funds

A: fundsthat’s al keepsit going

B: .. and they' ve had abad policy of ... bricking

A: .. aye

B: windows up
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They discuss the dilapidated condition of the [03.50 min - 07.40 min]
building, the bricking up of the windows

and the financial problemsin keeping the Club

going. They say that Ferndale Hall, just down

the Valley, has been pulled down. To make

matters worse, the price of a pint of beer at

the Club is high, and they can no longer afford

decent entertainment.

They recall the range of entertainment taking place [07.40 min - 13.50 min]
at the club when the times were better. They talk

about people's lack of money through reasons of low

wages or unemployment . Informant A islucky. He

has a pension from the National Coal Board.

Informant B has had different jobs, and even left

the Valleysfor atimein search of work.

B: oh about ten years ago when upst ~ . . when we wererich . . we' d have three shows

B:..every Sunday . . erm. like an operasinger or . . an hopeless singer 1'd call them

B: at thetime .. acomedianor aduo .. and thenthe main group .. or main artist

B: well now . .. they.. theyjust ... got their speakers and their . . karaoke .
I: . .redly

B: tapes. ... and they sing from there one singer . and you can’'t .. afford them can
I yes

A: no

B:you... ... so it’shard . to get a good atmosphere going R o
I [yes] ..yes

B: ‘cause. th~this. club used to be . . well . here it was more or less every night of the
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[every night] of the week they used to have something here

- week wasn't it [it] was full with

[yeah] [yes]

: bingo up . acrowd upstairs . cause there were so many . . balcony and all . bingo

: Monday and Thursday .. ... danceon aFriday .1~ can't remember what was a

[yes] and a. and aWednesday . we used to have

. Saturday and . . concert on a S~Sunday [wasn't it]

: ashow on a Wednesday

[yeah] . . . and before videos come out then we used to have films

..... yes..... w~what’sneeded isahit . of . prosperity around hereisn't it

. oh aye. of course . besides that then everybody's . either on low wages

:now .. oron.. doleincome support or . . invalidity . so. . they can't afford to go

yes

A: .. | mean everywhere . everybody’s. . .
B: . drinking . . more than once a week

I .no

A: nearly everybody around herethere's . . there’sno work at al . you've got to
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: travel to have work

... what~ what per~percentage of the men are out of work now

.oh

... I don't think it’s so much the percentage . . the one’s that’s out of work

. .. there s not many on good money ... you know . erm

.. hundred and forty

. beforetax erm . beforetax .. so you know you're. only bare~ . . barely making a

: hundred pound . .. and some of them got to have a car to get to work . and .

: youknow . soit’s ... your overheads are ... so high when you start work

yes

. low

[yes]

.. low wagesyes . ... there'sone or two on high wages but of course

© wages yes

. if .. if their friends can't afford to go out . . the~ the whole atmosphere’s. . gone

e the . the one’' s that’s making the money | suppose arethe old . .miners

: that’s had redundancy and still got . .. erm ether invalidity or apension . .

. No

. you know . . but . the youngsters . haven't got nothing have they

.. yes. I’vegot apension

.. .. have you got a pension [inaudible]

. what age did you
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A: .. fifty four [yeah]

B: .... Seeso. | suppose everybody over fifty ... arequite

I: retirethen

B: okay ... but everybody . . . .under . say forty then . . or under thirty five. . you. ..

A: . yeah but that only went for . . . until nineteen

B: you know they . . low wages sort of

A:.... eighty six ... after that there was nobody having a pension

B: pension no . . they
A: .. we had onelump sumwehad . . .. | meanwhen | finished we
B: just had alump s~ yeah

A: was having . . wedidn’t have much . such abig lump sum . but we had a pension

A: every week . if you was over fifty

B: .... that’swhenthey tried to bribe. the jobsin

I yes

B: the beginning . . . but asthey got a bit more. . cocky they . . . kicked that out and . .

B: threatened that the pit . if you didn’t take it the pit would shut and . . . .. which

I: [yes]  [yes]

B: was going to shut anyhow . . but erm

I .. .. did you work down erm . . down the

B: . yeah .. yeah.. twenty years

I: pit here ... a.a Maerdy .. and . and what have. .

(c) University of Glamorgan, 2006



THE PHONOLOGY OF RHONDDA VALLEYS ENGLISH. (Rod Walters, University of Glamorgan, 2006)

B: .I've
I:...em. . haveyouhad any .. job opportunitiesyou know . . thingsto do

B: {one} ... I’vehad oneor two .. I'veworked on achicken farm . . for about ayear
B: ..and ... doneabhit of long distancedriving .... or short distance it was but

B:HGV ...em....butthat's. .. about it realy the wages . . then . was getting a bit
B: ... thinfor ..erm.low.andthe .. thehourswere getting longer . .. ‘causethe
B: last time | wasdriving was . . . there was like only two hourswork . . but it was on
B:theM 25. .. but you were taking three hoursto get there ... th~th~three. more

B: . sometimes more than three hoursto get homeand .... so .... two young kids
I yes

B:...youknow... fa-family commitments. it was .. getting abit hard

I [yes]

B: ... I've.left . thearea.

I:. do many ..do many . people your age leave the area

A: [ inaudible]

B: I'veonly just comeback . ..erm ...l don't know .. .| don't know where they go
A: [Tnaudible] .. Imeanerm ... al
B: to. | don't think it is. nowhere specia to go anywhere now

A

. over the country you can’t . there' s nowhere . there's no work anywhere really
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A:like... andwehad . most of the onesthey have . was manual workers . . well

l: mm

A: ...youknow they didn't havea ... atrade or nothing like that

B: mm

I ... yes..what
A: ..o

B: no ... training for
| about training schemes then . . are they any ~any good

A: .. couldn’t train you for anything so we didn’t . there was no good
B: what . . (laughs)

A:. therewas. . . what are you going to train for{ there}

B: yeaherm. mindyou. .| ..
A: ... what you went onthat . . [training] with |an
B:1did ..emdomy HGV witherm yeah

A: . aye . they didn’t have that when | [finished)]

B: .. but that’s.. awful hardto get ajob. . ‘cause

B: . dthoughl candrive. . . it's. . the experience of off . . off loading or loading . ..

B: if you have atipper wor~ . . tipper work ... it's ..erm ... fr~frighteningto ...

[: mm

B: to~to go and tip by yourself you know . ‘causeerm . . itisdangerousand ... the
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B: samewith any . . of the.. . driving you know erm . . . .. SO passing your test

A: (coughs) ( coughs )

B: don't ....do muchfor you redly . it’s getting the { work done}

I [yes.yes] .....

Informant A says he has been lucky because he [13.50 min - 15.30 min]
has had his pension. He describes how Tylorstown

and Ferndale collieries were closed down and

the workforce moved to Maerdy. They discuss

types of coal: steam coal in the lower Rhondda

Fach, but anthracite at Maerdy.

TAPE ENDS
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