THE PHONOLOGY OF RHONDDA VALLEYS ENGLISH. (Rod Walters, University of Glamorgan, 2006)

synopsis & transcript

MAERDY 6

INFORMANTS

A: Male, 31yearsold B: Male, 38 yearsold
Welsh: fluent/some/dight/none Welsh: fluent/some/dight/none
Mother's Birth: Maerdy Mother's Birth: Tylorstown
Father's Birth: England Father'sBirth: Maerdy

They look at different pictures of the [00.000 min — 02.50 min]

Rhondda and try to identify each.

They talk about unemployment and their [02.50 min - 04.20 min]
lack of successin finding jobs. A went to

Slough to find work. B left school at the age of

16 and has never worked since. They talk about

Government training schemes::

transcript

I: you’ re young enough to move away now ... have you considered
A no

B ..l have~1| have .. | havemovedaway .. eem .....
I: doing that

B: that..and..they weren't very good . ... soerm| moved back then
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B: ...buterm

I .. thereisn’'t anything . . there isn’t any good job anywhere
A: . no there’ s nothing in this valley

B: no .. there’ s nothing local
I isthere boys

A: . you've got to go past Ponty . Cardiff way

B: .. nothing local at all

B: than..erm ..well .. alot more than up here

I .. yes...sowhat sthere

A: .. .. Sixteen years . aye
I: you had ajob now then Carl .. . Sixteen years

A: sixteen.no ... fifteen sixteen when | left school and |

I .. fifteen [years]

A: haven't worked ever ... | haven't worked .. never have
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I: what does. and . do they try and help you down the erm Labour

A: .. just send you onweek courses .. just put you down
B: [oh] no

I: Exchange

A: Porth for aweek . and you just learn how to send
B: .. that’ s where | am [now]

A: ... they've got nothing for you mun

I ... Where~ where did you say

A: .. down Porth

B: .. Porth

I: they send you .. what~what happens down there

A: .. just fill erm . what’s it . cards [ letters]

B: .well . . they giveyou ... letters
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A: .. Interviews and

B: to~to write out . for work . and telephone calls and

A: all that show you how to . act in an interview

B: [you know] .. (inaudible)

I yes

B: writingand . . showsyouhowto ..... when you go for an interview
I yes

A: ... dl stuff like that really . .

B: . howto.. behave.. youknow

A: it'sall aload of crap anyway . . it'saload of crap anyway ... you

A: al that .. ho..nothing at al

I ....(inaudible) you haven't

A . o

I: worked since you left school ... you went to school round here
A: ..yeah ..on ...Maerdy Ferndale . Maerdy .. leftwhen | was
I yes
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A: sixteen . signed on the dole and been on the dole ever since . never

A: awasteof time .. they just abuseyou .. useyouthat'sal ... they

A: wantyou.whatisiterm ... to put atenner . ten pound extra on top

A: of your dole .. youknow .. sothey get ayear’swork out of you . .

A: .. for about erm.what isit .. atenner aweek . six thousand . two

A: pound . five hundred and twenty pound . . where they’ d cost them

B: ... well . | supposethereis

I: for that ... Isthere noneto be had

B: (inaudible) . but what . .. erm. . you~ youtrain. . but what's the point
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B: ... youtrainfor abricky there' s no jobs around here for abricky . .

B: Cardiff ... and{asl} sad.. you vegot to leave about . . six inthe

I yes
B: ..that'sal ......... that’ s about it

The say how they pass the time. They both play [04.20 min —10.30 min]
football locally.

They look at pictures of the Rhondda and try [10.30 min —16.25 min]

to identify the places concerned. They think
that things are worse in the Rhondda Fach
than in the Rhondda Fawr.

TAPE ENDS
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