THE PHONOLOGY OF RHONDDA VALLEYS ENGLISH. (Rod Walters, University of Glamorgan, 2006)

synopsis & transcript

MAERDY 10

INFORMANTS:

A: Male, 70 yearsold B: Male, 61 yearsold
Welsh: fluent/some/dight/none Welsh: fluent/some/dight/none
Mother's birth: Cwmdare, Glam Mother'sbirth: Maerdy
Father'sbirth: Maerdy Father'sbirth: Maerdy

Preliminary talk, including some banter with [ 00.00 min - 02.10 min]

ladies of the club who are, noisily, preparing
the room for an evening event.

They see a picture of Penrhys, where thereisa Catholic [ 02.10 min —04.00 min]
shrine, and talk about what is there now and the

origin of the name ‘ Penrhys'. The ladies of the club

are still being noisy and a further appeal is made to

them for quiet.

They look at a picture of a street of terraced housesin [ 04.00 min —06.40 min]
Trealaw, and talk about the sturdiness of construction

of such houses and the communities of peopleliving in

them.

Seeing pictures of various Rhondda Fach collieries, [ 06.40 min —07.20 min]
they describe how they progressively closed down, and
how the workforce moved from one to another.

They describe how friendships spread among the [07.20 min - 14.10 min]
miners. A talks about solidarity down the pits, and

about tussdes with the management. A & B talk

about safety in the pits and recall an accident in

which there were fatalities:

(transcript)
(looking at a picture of acolliery)
A: . . Tylorstown
B: . . thecoalliery

I: what do you mean number nine now
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A: . . . and when they closed that see they all came up to Maerdy

A: thenlikeyou know . . and surprising how the friendship spread

A: right through the Valleys . aye give
( looking at another picture )

B: . which one’ s this John

A: usalook now . . humber nine . . aye

B: . . . Ferndale . . hineagan

A: . . . when . . when Tylorstown shut down like you know the pit

A: nineteen thirty-nine . . and we went down the Valleys . . Ferndale

A: and Wattstown | went to Wattstown . . you know . . surprising the

A: friends you made then and you' ve got themtoday . . . . andthen

A: there was more friendship younger people . . well we were fifteen
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A: hundred

B: . companionship in the mine is far superior to any other type
A yes . ahaye

B: of work . . far superior

I can~ can you give
B: .. if a if an official picked on

A: yes

B: this . . we'dall bewithyou . . and (inaudible) the same . . you

A . . . I'll dlways remember~ remember
B: know . . shutit . . . fact

A: inthefour feet . . inthe . . wehad aface

B SIX (laughs)
A: . and the management . . it was pure sabotage . . we had one sl~
A: . goslow downtheBute . . six months . . . . and we couldn’t do
B [mm] vyeah
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A: athing down there . . . welanyway . . . theteam| had

A: picked all the bad ‘uns of the pit . . put them together . . . brought
A: me down from another horizon . . . and . . . and five others on
B: that’s it

A: the (inaudible) sidewho | could . . handle . but | couldn’t handle

A: well | was average . seel was forty-five like you know . .

A: werelucky . . and after that finished now . . they decided to

A: had thejunior Mafianow . (laughs) . all the boysin the bar by there
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A: . and they were all youngsters weren't they .. S0 .. ..

B: [youngsters]

A: we did manage with afew bob more onthefir~ . . onthefirst . .

A psowlike Sx months goslow . Duttpherenow . N¢B
A: wasready for us . . soyoucouldn't say ‘damn’ . . if you said

D ! e e
A demn .. - toendffiaa . . - theydsendyouot . . . . - well,
A: . we were having next to nothing money now isn't it . and
D SN
A fwent . rampaninow see | o efirstinaldentwas ..
B L e e e e e
A: and | wasthere and . . theytoldme . . pick . . threemen

A: thenight shift . . so| said yes and what are we going to get paid .

A: Mr Lewis . . ohwe'll see when the end of the week come and
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A: you ve done agood job you' d get . you wouldn't get paid see

B: [aye] [aye] [aye]

A: soweknew . . . wewasn't goingto get paid isn't it
B: nothing again [ no]
A sohesaid . . youarerefusing . nol'm

A: wageandwe'll . . talk aboutit . . oh .nononononono . . .

A: out . that was their attitude see
B aye . th~ that was their attitude

A: .get up thepit. so | put my coat on . . Duw it went like . wild
B: aye

A: .Duw . they wereoutinablock . . andthat . . afterthat . . oh

B: (laughs)
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Al .o therewasno law afterthat . . (laughs) .. nolaw
B [ laughs]

A: (coughs) but no law like

B no violence . nothing like that

I . ho

A no sense at all aye
B oh aye

A: . . ohyes . . through thick and thin

B: [ as| said be~ ] . . as| said about the

A: [yeah] . . yeah . . . andwe had astay in

A: dosomething . . togetiterm [yeah] . . highlightit . . getit on

B: to highlight it

A: theTV .anderm. and | alwaysrememberit . . . you know we had
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. . a. . president of the South Wales Miners . Emlyn Williams . . .

: facenow . . erm . up theroadway like . . . and he said to me .

. . with urns of tea and sandwiches . . . come on now Johnny . let's

- how many . . walk-outs and strikes did we have . then| said . .

. enough said { Johnsey} he said . don't say no more . I'll see when

. you decideto comeupthepit . ( laughs)

. and do you know
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A: . . ( inaudible ) like (laughs)
B: never no sugar .. ho ... youcould
A: (coughs & laughs) . . . . . . aye .| aways

B: wash your socksinit ( laughs)

A: remember~ remember that . . yeah and then we got worse off
A: wasn't it you can't win mun

B . . . youcan't win can you

A (laughs) aye. aye . . ... .. but that was

B: but | like

A: Junior Mafia . and (inaudible) the boys (inaudible) (laughs)
B . aye . aye [laughs]
A yeah

A: . same places . well . we worked roughly . by each-other
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A: for yearsand years . youknow . . loads . . only we were

A: likeyouknow . . (laughs) . . sothey sort of . . grew up together

A: like . . andthey look on you then as afather figuresee . . itwas .

A: .itwas . .(laughs)

B: (l aughs)

I . . wasit safe to work~ to work down there
A no safe no that's
B it's only as safe as you make it

A:right . .. .. yes

. erm were there any erm

A . yeah . and fatalities
B oh aye
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A: Bobby wasn't it . . about . . . roughly . . .

B: . ohterrible that was

A: about nine o’ clock in the morning wasn't it

B: . . . (inaudible )

A: hewas working five men together witha . . ahuge machine see a

A: huge ripping machine you know . . . andthedriver . . which

A: conveyorswould start . . . pressed two buttonsand you . . every

A: minute counted like you know . . and we were all chatting away

A: wasn'tit . . . . andthesethree were extracting . . supports . . for

A: at once the conveyor started . . we started machining . . . . and

A: withlessthan aminutewasn'tit . . . weheardacla~ . . clap you

A: know . . . andahuge . . cloud of dust . . and there was no way
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A: out see there was only oneway out . . only oneway out . .

A: (inaudible) . . wewereall trapped . . . . and

B: [inaudible] trapped weren't we

A: we waited for the dust to clear . and whenwe . . we went back and

TAPE ENDS
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